
 

Board of Regents Policy: Namings and Renamings  
Category: Administrative  

Last Amended: June 9, 2023  
Page 1



 

Board of Regents Policy: Namings and Renamings  
Category: Administrative  

Last Amended: June 9, 2023  
Page 2 of 9   

(e) Change - Change across the University occurs continuously and the understanding and 
interpretation of campus history can also change over time. C
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named for commercial entities; if the name of a commercial entity is to be considered, Board approval is 
required. 

Subd. 1. Naming of Endowed Chairs, Professorships, Faculty Fellowships, and Other Positions. 
The University seeks and welcomes private financial support for endowed chairs, professorships, faculty 
fellowships, and other positions that provide scholars or other leaders a continuous and reliable source of 
support to pursue their teaching, research, outreach, or other relevant activities. Awards established in 
these categories shall typically carry the name of the donor, of a person or institution designated by the 
donor, or of a person in whose name the University seeks funds to endow the award.   

(a) Approval. The president or delegate approves the naming of a chair, professorship, faculty 
fellowship, or other position. 

(b) Management. The relevant college, unit, or department establishes and manages the process 
for chairs, professorships, faculty fellowships, and other positions. Proposals to establish one of 
these institutional awards shall specify the conditions of the naming, the activities to be 
supported by the gift or sponsorship, and the amount of the endowment or the annual level of 
funding. 

(c) Candidates. The University shall have sole authority to appoint the holders of endowed chairs, 
professorships, faculty fellowships, and other positions. 

(d) Provisions. 
(1) Restrictions on the Use of Title. Chairs, professorships, faculty fellowships, and other 

positions shall not include such terms as University, distinguished, or the title Regents 
Professor. These titles are conferred only by the Board. 

(2) Level of Endowment. 
(i) Endowment for Chairs. 
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advantage of the expertise of members of the University community. Review procedures shall be 
maintained by the Honors Committee and approved by the president.  

Subd. 4. Review Factors for Renaming or Revocation. 
The Honors Committee shall consider the following factors as a component of their review of a request for 
renaming or revocation of a naming: 

(a) 
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SECTION VIII. RETENTION OF HONORARY NAMINGS. 

Subd. 1
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Subd. 5. Board or Presidential Action. 
For those honorary namings that require the Board approval, the president shall submit the Honors 
Committee’s report and the president’s recommendation to the Board for action. The president’s 
recommendation shall include plans for contextualization to avoid the potential for erasure and to 
communicate historical information if the naming is not retained. The Board may request additional 
information before acting on the president’s recommendation.  

For those honorary namings that do not require Board approval, the president shall act on the Honors 
Committee report.  

Subd. 6. Renaming or Revocation of an Indefinitely Retained Naming. 
For honorary namings indefinitely retained, the University reserves the right to rename or revoke any such 
naming if for any reason the naming is inconsistent with the University’s mission; jeopardizes the integrity 
of the University; or presents risk or harm to the reputation of the University, consistent with Section VII of 
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